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. 2 Magni magna Patrant, nos non niſi Ludicrds . 
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* by and for J. GOW AN, at the 95 
Mbeel in Backs Lane. MBCCKXVILL , 5 
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n Praiſe of the Hor n-Book. 
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"TJ AIL arent Book, moſt venerable Code, 
+ A Learning's firſt Cradle and its loft Abode! 
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he Huge R olames which we ſee, 
Jy tazy Plagiaries are ſfoPn from thee ; 4 
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Ter future Times to thy ſufficent Store 
all n Cer preſume to . Letter more. 


THEE wil ung in comely Hainſcot bound, 


and Golden Verge encloſing thee around; > 
The faitiRul Mor, before, from Age to A ge, 4 
ieſerving'tby invaluable Page ; © 
Behind 
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Benina i Parrou Saint in Art nour It ines, 
With Sword and Lance, to guard thy ſacred Lines: 


Beneath his Courſer*s Feet the Dragon lies 
Transſix a; his Blood thy ſcarlet Cover dies; 


. Thi inſtructius Handle's at the Bottom fix'd, 
Leaſt wrangling Critics mould pervert the Text, ' 


| £ Or if to Ginger Bread; chan ſhalt deſcend, 
And Liquoriſh Learning to thy Babes extend ? 


Or Sezar plane, Oer ſpread with beaten Gold, 
Does the ſweet Treaſure of thy Letters hold; 


Thou ſtill ſhalt be my Song; — Apollo's Choir 
I ſcorn b invoke, Cadmus, my Verſe inſpire. 
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| "Twas Cadmus, who the firſt Materials brought © 
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Of all the Learning, which ls ſince been taught, 
Soon made com pleat; for Mortals ne er ſhall End 
More than contain'd of old the Chriſt-croſs Row ; 

What Maſters dictate, hat 1 7 preach, 

Wiſe Matrons hence, evn to odr Chitdren teach. 
1 But as the Name ofev'ry Plant and Flowr, 
| (So common that each Peaſant knows its Pow'r) 
* Phyſicians ia myſterious Cant expreſs; 
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Tamuſe their PIFient And e Fes. 

80 from the Letters of our native Tasgus, Phe? 

Put inGreek Scrauls, a Myſtr'y too is ſprung, 

Schools are erected, pazling Grawmars made 

And artful Men ſtrike out a gainful Trade; 

Strange Characters adorn the learned Gate, 7 i; 

And heedleſs Youth, catch at the ſhining, Bait: 

The pregnant Boys. the noiſy Charms declare, 

And *Taus, and Deltas make their Mothers "ng 

Thy uncommon Sounds amaze the vulgar, Ear, 

And what's uncommop never coſts top dear. 57 tek 

Let in all Tongues the Herz-Book is the ſame ö 
Taught by the Grecian Maſter, or the Engliſh Dame 


But how ſhall I thy exdleſs Virtues tell, 
In which cho doſt all other Books excell ? 
No greaſy Thumbs, thy ſpotle/s Leaf can ſoil, 
Nor crooked DogsEars thy ſmooth Corners ſpoil; 
In idle Pages no Errata ſtand, 

To tell the Blunders of the PRINTE R. $ Hand 
No fulſom Dedica!ion here is writ, 
21 au the Greek T, Delta the Greek D. 


Lor Hatt ring Verſe to praiſe the Author's Wit: 
The Margin with no tedious Notes is vext, 
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Nor various Readings to confound the Text: 
All Parties in % li”*ral Senſe agree, 
"Thou perfett Center of Concordancy! 


Search we the Records of an ancient Date; 
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Or read what Modern Hiſtories relate, 
They all proclaim, what Wonders have been done, 
By the plain Letters taken as they run. 


Too high the Floods of Paſſion us'd to roul, 
| And rend the * Rn Touth's impatient Soul, 
His haſty Anger furniſt!d Scenes of Blood, 
ad frequent Deaths of worthy Men cnſu'd: 
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In vain were all the weaker Methods try'd, 
None could ſuffice to Stem the furious Tyde, 
Thy ſacred Line he did but once repeat; 


And laid the Storm, and cool'd the raging Heat. 


* Theſe Lines ingeniouſly deſeribe the Advice given to Aguſtus by 
Atbenodorus the Stoick Philoſopher, who deſired the Emperor neither 
to ſay nor do any Thing, but totake Time, till he had firſt ſaid over 
the Alphabet or Letters of the Horn-Book; The ſtri& obſervance of 
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this Rule would be the Means to make his P 
raſh Words or paſſionate Action; d 


aſſion fall and prevent any 
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. Scarce lives the Man, to whom thou'rt quite unknowſH, 
Tho few th' Extent of thy vaſt eas ants own. 4 
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Th — Notes like An ngels muſick cheer 
— Souls, and ſooth the dying Ear. 
An Aged Peaſant, on his lateſt Bed, 
Wiſh'd for a Friend ſome godly Book to read. 
The pious Grandſon, thy known Handle takes, 
And (Eyes lift up,) this ſav'ry Lecture makes. 
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Great A, he gravely roar'd, th important Sound 
The empty Walls and hollow Roof rebound : . 


Th' expiring Ancient rear'd his drooping Head, 
And thank'd hisStars that Hodge had learn'd to read 
Great B, the Yonker bawls: O heavenly Breath! 
What Ghoſtly Comforts in the Hour of Death! 


What Hopes I feel! Great C, pronouned the Boy; 
The Grandſire dyes with Ecſtacy of Joy. 


Yet in ſome Lands ſuch Ignorance abounds 


| Whole Pariſhes ſcarce know thy uſeful Sounds 


Of Eſſex Hundreds Fame gives this Report, - 
But Fame I ween ſays many Things in Sport. 


| Whatever ders; Magick Spelle cäh d 5 
by bart, ia Air, in Sea, in ſhades below; 4 17 9 | 
\What Wofds proſbund and dark wiſe Moline ſpol 
When his od Cow an Angel's Figure took ; 
J hat ſtrong Euchantments Sage « Cantaia knew, 
0 Ic FHs ſungi fierce Monſters (6;ſubduey. ) 
« | mighty BOOK; are all contain d in yo. 
In humane Arts, and ev'ry Science meet:. 
V Wichic the Limjcs of : 1h: ſingle: bert, 7 77 ; 
Sir 4h vast Root, all err 
ade Wt Streams from thy deep Fountain a. 
Ac To!: ile thus thy Wonders 1 indite, 
nf wird Lfvel: he Fer of which. I T 121 
| he gentler Goat his former Rage forgets, - 
e now and leſs ſevere the Fits, 
0 C Ml a row the Chains, which bound mx bare, 
and Pain from ev V Joyot | retreat; 
I priziog Strength comes ey 'ry Moment , Wt 
ep now I ron... 6 | 
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